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Introduction 
 
The main aim of this booklet is to exemplify standards for those teaching Cambridge IGCSE (9–1) First 
Language English (0627), and to show examples of high grade answers. 
 
This booklet contains answers to the 2015 Specimen Paper 1, which has been marked by a Cambridge 
examiner. Candidates are eligible for grades 9 to 1, which are broken down into the Bands from the mark 
scheme. Each response is accompanied by a brief commentary explaining the strengths and weaknesses of 
the answers. 
 
The following format for each paper has been adopted: 
 
 
 

 
 
 
Each question is followed by an example of a high grade answer with an examiner comment on performance. 
Comments are given to indicate where and why marks were awarded, and how additional marks could have 
been obtained. In this way, it is possible to understand what candidates have done to gain their marks and 
what they still have to do to improve their grades. 
 
The mark schemes for the Specimen Papers are available on our Teacher Support at 
https://teachers.cie.org.uk

Question 

Specimen answer 

Examiner comment 
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Assessment at a glance 
 
Candidates for Cambridge IGCSE (9–1) First Language English take three compulsory components – Paper 
1, Paper 2 and Component 3. Both Paper 1 and Paper 2 are externally assessed. Component 3 is internally 
assessed and externally moderated. It is a non-coursework speaking and listening test. Marks for Component 
3 do not contribute to the overall syllabus grade. 
 

 

Component 
 

Weighting 
 

Paper 1 Reading Passages 2 hours 10 minutes 
Candidates answer three compulsory questions. 
Question 1 Comprehension (30 marks) 
Candidates answer questions on Passage A, from the 19th century. 
Question 2 Summary (25 marks) 
Candidates answer one question on Passage B, from the 20th or 21st century. 
Question 3 Comprehension and comparison (25 marks) 
Candidates answer questions on Passage B and Passage C. The passages will be 
taken from both the 20th and 21st centuries. 
This component is externally assessed. 
80 marks 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

50% 

 

Paper 2 Directed Writing and Composition 2 hours 
Candidates answer two questions, one in Section 1 and one in Section 2. Section 
1 Directed Writing (40 marks) 
Candidates answer one question on two passages. The passages will be taken from 
either the 20th or 21st century, or both. 
Section 2 Composition (40 marks) 
Candidates complete one task from a choice of four. 
This component is externally assessed. 
80 marks 

 
 
 
 
 
 

50% 

 
 

Component 
 

Weighting 
 

Component 3 Speaking and Listening Test Approximately 8–10 minutes 
Candidates present an individual task – a formal presentation (approximately 4–5 
minutes), and answer spoken questions (approximately 4–5 minutes). Assessments 
for all candidates are completed and audio recorded within a set speaking test 
period. 
This component is internally assessed and externally moderated. 
40 marks 

 
 
 
 

Separately 
endorsed 
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Paper 1 – Reading Passages 
 
Candidates answer three compulsory questions based on three passages. 
 
Understanding of Passage A is tested by the sub-questions in Question 1 Comprehension, and is worth 30 
marks. 
 
Question 1 comprises a series of sub-questions which test both explicit and implicit meanings and attitudes, 
and understanding of writer’s effects. 
 
Question 1(f) requires a more extended response and is worth 15 marks. Candidates are expected to pick out 
words and phrases from the prescribed paragraph and explore the writer’s use of language in terms of 
creating effects. 
 
Question 2 Summary, focuses on Passage B and is worth 10 marks for Reading and 15 marks for Writing. 
Candidates are expected to draw on a range of ideas from Passage B, reorganising and evaluating them, 
using an appropriate voice and writing in a suitable register. The Writing mark also credits vocabulary and 
accuracy. 
 
Question 3 Comprehension and comparison, requires candidates to respond to Passage B and Passage C 
and is worth 25 marks for Reading. 
 
Question 3 comprises a series of sub-questions requiring candidates to respond to Passage B and Passage 
C, and requires answers of different lengths. The short answers focus on fact, ideas, perspectives, opinions 
and bias. 
 
Question 3(c) requires candidates to compare the writers’ views and ideas in Passages B and C. The 
candidates are given three bullet points to scaffold their response and ensure integrated comparison.
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Passage A 
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Passage B 
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Passage C 
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Question 1 Comprehension (30 marks) 
 
Read carefully Passage A, David Copperfield, in the Insert and then answer Question 1. Answer all 
questions using your own words as far as possible. 
 
Specimen answer 
 

(a) Re-read paragraph one, ‘School began ... his captives.’ 
 

(i) Using your own words, describe what happened in the schoolroom when Mr. 
Creakle entered (lines 1–4). 

Everyone stopped talking when Mr Creakle entered the schoolroom. 

(ii) Using your own words, describe what Mr. Creakle does when he 
enters the schoolroom (lines 1–4). 

He stops still and stares at the people in the room 
 

(b) What impression of Mr Creakle do you get from what he says in paragraph two, ‘Now, 
boys, this is a new ... get to work, every boy!’ (lines 6–10)? 

He seems very strict and scary. He is threatening them with violence if they 

don’t do what he expects so seems like a cruel man who doesn’t show any 

kindness or understanding. 
 

(c) Using your own words, explain the meaning of the following phrases as they are 
used in the passage. 

(i) ‘profound impression’ (line 1) 

Had a big effect on him – really affected him deeply 
 

(ii) ‘speechless and motionless’ (line 6) 

Not talking, silent and not moving. The boys didn’t dare move or speak. 
 

(d) Re-read line 15, ‘At every question he gave me a fleshy cut with it that made me 
writhe.’ Using your own words, explain how both of the phrases in italics are 
used by the writer to suggest how David Copperfield is feeling at this point. 

The word fleshy shows that the wound, or cut, made by Mr Creakle has gone 

through David’s skin into the tissue underneath. It is deep and would really 

hurt. Cut is like with a knife and sounds like a vicious attack. Writhe sounds 

like he is wriggling about in pain. He says the cut ‘made him writhe’, like it 

forced him to. He is in so much pain he is squirming around. He can’t help it 
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Specimen answer, continued 
 

(e) What impression does the writer give of how the boys feel when Mr. Creakle is 
described as ‘a giant in a story-book surveying his captives’ (lines 3-4)? 

A ‘giant’ is huge and Mr Creakle seems huge to the boys. It is like he is larger 

than life, as if he is some sort of monster. The story book’ makes him sound 

like he is made up He is so big is it like he isn’t real. He is like a villain in a 

fairytale or novel who has captured the boys there and won’t let them go.’ 

Captives’ shows they are his prisoners. 

 

Surveying is like he is watching them all which would scary. 
 

(f) Re-read paragraph five, ‘I should think there never can … infinitely less mischief.’ 
Explain how the writer uses language to show: 

• what Mr Creakle is like 
• how he treats the schoolboys 
• what David Copperfield thinks about Mr Creakle. 

In your answer you should: 
• select powerful words and phrases 
• explain how the writer has created effects by using this language. 

You should write about 200 to 300 words. 

Creakle is cruel. We only realise after we have read the paragraph that he 

‘enjoyed his profession’ not because he liked teaching but because he could bully 

his pupils. ‘Cutting at the boys’ sounds like he is hacking at them 

indiscriminately which is horrible. The word ‘delight’ shows the great pleasure 

Creakle gets from hurting the boys. Thinking back about him makes David’s ‘ 

blood rise’ with anger. The description seems exaggerated but it is how David 

remembers him. He felt he was picked on by Creakle because he was ‘chubby’ (a 

bit fatter) and Creakle couldn’t ‘resist’ (couldn’t help himself).David was an easy 

target, an easy victim for Creakle who is a sadist addicted to causing pain to 

his students. The words ‘craving’ and appetite’ are connected to food so it 

sounds like Mr Creakle has a kind of hunger to hurt the boys His ‘fascination in 

such a subject’ sounds like he Is studying them. He ‘scored and marked’ the 

boys. The writer might be using these words to mean more than one thing. 

Teachers are meant to mark (grade) work not mark (scar) boys. Scored can 

mean to give the result as well as something you do to meat 

before cooking it ( which links back to the hunger point).It also says marked 

him ‘for the day’ which sounds like this is happening every day and tomorrow 

Creakle will do it again. 

David hates Creakle and is angry he was allowed to behave that way. David 

could not escape because he was ‘in his power’ like he was an evil magician. He 
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calls Creakle a brute which means an animal acting on instinct. David despised 

him. Creakle didn’t deserve the ‘great trust’. and had ‘no… right’ to behave as 

he did. David sounds scarred emotionally too, his tone of voice is like a child 

saying its not fair as if something should have been done to stop Creakle. 
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Examiner comment 
 
Questions 1(a)–1(b) have been answered in full, using own words where required, and gain all 4 marks. 
 
Question 1(c) explains the meaning of each the word within each phrase, taking account of the context, and 
gains the maximum 4 marks. 
 
Question 1(d) explains and demonstrates understanding of each aspect of the phrases in italics. The answer 
considers connotations and associations of the words, going beyond meaning and in doing so explores the 
effects of the language used to suggest how David is feeling. Maximum 3 marks. 
 
Question 1(e) gains all 4 marks as it identifies key words, explaining them clearly in terms of how they 
suggest that the boys are feeling. 
 
Total marks = maximum 15 
 
Question 1(f) The answer is a little wordy, going over the word guidance as a result. The response might 
have benefited from more careful planning in order to use time more efficiently, but works hard to explain the 
effects of a wide range of relevant examples from the text over the three bullets. There are some perceptive 
comments in relation to techniques – for example, in relation to exaggeration and the narrator’s ‘voice’ – and 
some high quality analysis through careful consideration of associations and connotations. Imagery is tackled 
imaginatively and there is evidence of understanding. Answers in 1f are not assessed for writing and this 
response covers the requirements for the top band. 
 
Band 6 Reading 
 
Though at times the answers given in Question 1 might have been expressed more efficiently, saving time, 
they do target each aspect of each sub question carefully. Writing is not assessed in this section and answers 
are sufficiently clear to ensure that meaning is never in doubt. Close attention has been paid to instructions 
and the marks available for each answer, resulting in each question being addressed successfully.
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Question 2 Summary (25 marks) 
 
Read carefully Passage B Summerhill in the Insert and then answer Question 2. 
 
Imagine that you are a teacher new to Summerhill who does not agree with the way that the 
Headteacher runs the school. 
 
Write a brief report to the school’s governors explaining what you think is wrong with the Headteacher’s 
approach to discipline and rules. 
 
You are advised to write no more than 250 words. 
 
Specimen answer 
 
Report to the school’s governors 

During my time at SUMMERHILL, I have noticed that the Headteacher claims to base 

his ideas on science and psychology. He does though not have a realistic view of children 

or how they behave ‘naturally’. Leaving children to self-regulate their behaviour is naïve 

and irresponsible. A Headteacher needs to show authority and enforce the rules. As there 

is no discipline, the school is suggesting rules do not matter. Students from other schools 

understand that following the rules and showing respect are expected norms. Students 

at Summerhill are not prepared for a world outside where they cannot choose to simply 

not turn up because something is not of interest to them. 

Teachers should know who will attend so they can plan lessons to suit those students. 

Teachers at Summerhill are either left standing with an empty classroom or have to try 

to interest a random group of children of all different ages. If children have the freedom 

to play whenever they like, they will obviously choose that over serious activities and 

subjects that challenge them. Children will never know what else they might be 

interested in or capable of if someone does not teach them. 

Finally, the lack of discipline means that some students bully others, disrupting anyone 

who might want to learn. This Headteacher is undermining the whole idea of a 

traditional school so any lessons that are taught are going to be considered boring and 

old-fashioned. The school is letting students down. 
 
Examiner comment 
 
This task is assessed for Reading and Writing. 
 
A wide range of points is interpreted and the response is consistently well-focused on the task, evaluating 
throughout and offering a convincing overview. 
 
There is no doubt that this is intended as a report. The register takes account of audience/purpose and is 
formal throughout, with precise and consistent use of own words. The response is well-organised and 
carefully structured within the word limit for the task. 
 
Band 6 Reading 
Band 6 Writing
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Question 3 Comprehension and comparison (25 marks) 
 
Read carefully Passage B Summerhill and Passage C Bring back the cane to restore discipline in 
schools in the Insert and then answer Questions 3(a), 3(b) and 3(c). 
 
Specimen answer 
 
Passage B Summerhill 
 
Question 3(a) 

Re-read paragraph one, ‘I had taught in … an unknown science.’ 

(a)  
(i) The writer thinks that Summerhill School takes a completely different approach to education 

from that offered in conventional schools. 
Identify a phrase that shows this. 

the other way 

(ii) Using your own words, explain why the writer thinks that conventional schools are wrong 
for children. 

He thinks schools like this don’t take account of how children really learn or 

think about things from the child’s perspective and are just based on how 

adults think. These schools use methods from before psychology was 

invented. 
 

Passage C Bring back the cane to restore discipline in schools 

Question 3(b) 

Re-read paragraph two, ‘The silence was deafening … three foot cane.’ 

(b) Give one reason to explain why you think this description of the author being beaten with a cane is 
an effective opening to this article. 

It sounds frightening and painful to be hit like that in front of everyone and you 

wouldn’t want to be ‘whacked’, which means you are more likely to agree with 

the author’s argument that caning would be an effective deterrent. 
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Specimen answer, continued 
 
Question 3(c) 

(c) How do the writers of Passage B Summerhill and Passage C Bring back the cane to restore 
discipline in schools convey their views and ideas on how children should be treated in 
schools, and what effects do they have on the reader? 

In your response you should compare and contrast: 

• The views and ideas each writer presents to the reader. 
• The evidence that the writers use to support their views and ideas. 
• The language, structure and techniques used by the writers, and their effects on the reader. 

Remember to support your answer with details from the passages. You should write 
about 300 to 350 words. 

The writer of Summerhill thinks children should do what they want which is the 

opposite of the writer in passage C who thinks children should be forced to do the 

right thing. They both have extreme views. Both passages exaggerate for effect. 

Summerhill talks about the ‘goodness of the child’ making them sound like angels 

who do no wrong, saying they are ‘naturally wise’ and should have ‘freedom’. It 

makes Summerhill sound like the ideal place but he says strangers might call it a 

‘madhouse’ so acknowledges others don’t agree with him and so he sounds more 

reasonable. However, in passage C the writer thinks everyone else is just wrong. 

The writer criticises ‘soft parenting’ and the government for not going far 

enough’. He talks about children as ‘gung-ho hoodlums’ like they are violent 

criminals. He wants to go further than ‘reasonable’ force so sounds over the top 

and macho. Neither of the articles uses any statistics or facts to prove their 

argument. Passage B refers to science but doesn’t give details. He does say that 

the school has been going for nearly forty years which suggests it knows what it’s 

doing. He also claims problem pupils all came from other schools but this sounds 

unlikely. In Passage C the example he uses is from his own experience as a child 

which is more convincing evidence. C also mentions ‘recent series of attacks’ in 

the classroom suggesting this is happening all over the place and needs to be 

stopped. It is almost like a battle as he uses the words armoury (the teachers 

need weapons it’s that bad). Both passages sound like they are talking to the 

reader. They use rhetorical questions to draw us into their argument. Passage A 

asks us to imagine what Summerhill was like and then explains lessons were 

optional. Most students would think that sounded great so would be on his side. 

When Passage C asks us to guess the ‘crime’ it doesn’t seem like he has done that 

much wrong so we might be shocked to find out the punishment, but then he 

tells us in the end caning worked so we might think again.
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Examiner comment 
 
Question 3(a) gains the maximum 3 marks. It selects precisely the short phrase ‘the other way’ and offers a 
full explanation for Neill’s belief that conventional schools are wrong. 
 
Question 3(b) gains the maximum 2 marks as it both suggests the idea that the punishment sounds extreme 
and also links that to the writer’s intention in the whole article 
 
Total marks = 5 out of 5 
 
Question 3(c) 
 
The response is a little longer than the word guidance suggests and might have benefited from more careful 
planning and organisation beforehand, though this task is not assessed for writing. Overall analysis is 
convincing with ideas, some perceptive, clearly explained. The response compares and contrasts specific 
points throughout, offering precise references to each text to support analysis over all three bullets. 
 
Band 6 Reading
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